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12.	Confined Space
12.1.	"Confined space" is determined as follows: 
12.1.1.	The space is large enough and so configured that an employee can bodily enter and perform assigned work.
12.1.2.	The space has limited or restricted means for entry or exit (i.e., tanks, vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, vaults, and pits are spaces that have limited means of entry.
12.1.3.	The space is not designed for continuous employee occupancy.
12.2.	Only employees that have received training to recognize the potential hazards, the necessary precautions and the use of protective and emergency equipment required are authorized to enter or work in any confined space.
12.3.	Procedure
12.3.1.	Step One: Identify the Space. A confined space is any working area which:
12.3.1.1.	Ventilation is insufficient to remove dangerous air contamination or to eliminate an oxygen deficiency.
12.3.1.2.	Access and egress are difficult due to the location or size of the opening, i.e., manholes, storage vessels, rail-road tank cars and furnaces.
12.3.2.	Step Two: Determine the Danger. The inside of the confined space must be tested:
12.3.2.1.	Open the lid or door to the space enough to allow entry of a test probe. The atmosphere of the confined space must be tested at all levels in the confined space. There must be at least 19.5% oxygen in the atmosphere to provide safe breathing. Test for the possibility of a toxic or flammable atmosphere.
12.3.3.	Step Three: Ventilate the Space. Several factors must be considered to ensure that the confined space is safely ventilated.
12.3.3.1.	Size of the confined space dictates how long to be ventilated before entry.
12.3.3.2.	The blower ventilation hose must be positioned against a wall so that the air circulation bounces from wall to wall.
12.3.3.3.	The blower location is important. The blower must be positioned so that it is being exhausted from the space.
12.3.3.4.	While the space is being ventilated, block entry to keep personnel out.
[bookmark: _GoBack]12.3.4.	Step Four: Retest. Test the atmosphere again for entry. If the readings still indicate a problem with the atmosphere, further ventilation is required. Do not enter a confined space without acceptable atmospheric readings or appropriate PPE.
12.3.5.	Step Five: Entry and Emergency Procedures.
12.3.5.1.	Anytime a person enters a confined space, an attendant must stand by outside to help in case of an emergency. THE ATTENDANT MUST NOT LEAVE THE CONFINED SPACE ENTRY/EGRESS OPENING FOR ANY REASON WHILE PERSONNEL ARE IN THE CONFINED SPACE.
12.3.5.2.	The attendant should never enter a confined space. If emergency occurs, call 911.
12.3.5.3.	Attendant and entrant must be able to communicate at all times.
12.3.5.4.	Check the confined space for any physical obstructions before entering the space.
12.3.5.5.	Clear any obstruction before entering the confined space.
12.3.5.6.	Bring the test equipment into the space and while in the space monitor the atmosphere of the space continuously.
12.4.	Reference: 
12.4.1	OSHA 1910.146




